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• I. From first (1992) to one among many (2001)
• II. Compelling reasons for legal information to be 
free, accessible, and interoperable
• III. Some salient forces of resistance
• IV. Forms of leadership and leverage uniquely 
possible through academic centers
• V. The blurring of the boundary between 
information and education
• VI. What we can and cannot learn from one 
another
http://www.law.cornell.edu -
From first (1992) to one 
among many (2001)
Defining Strategic Decisions
• Non-commercial, based within a major 
research university
• Centralized comprehensive collection not 
an attainable goal (in the U.S.) 
• Explosion of legal information sources on 
the Internet represented fresh opportunity
• Distinct contribution -- catalyst, innovator, 
and integrator
• Key to leadership -- human & information 
resources, experience with education
Compelling Reasons for Legal 
Information to be Free, 
Accessible, and Interoperable
• Law operates through information transfer, 
communication - government to citizen or 
business
• Communication of legal information within 
government is also critically important
• Better access to legal information yields 
more effective law and more accountable 
government
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
• Federal administrative agencies
• State courts and legislatures
• Municipal governments
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.irs.gov
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.ssa.gov
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.court.state.nd.us/
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.court.state.nd.us/
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.court.state.nd.us/
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/
Illustrative U.S. Examples of 
Effective Public Access to Law
http://www.ci.rochester.ny.us/






These electronic opinions may contain computer-
generated errors or other deviations from the official 
printed slip opinion pamphlets. Moreover, a slip opinion is 
replaced within a few months by a paginated version of 
the case in the preliminary print, and--one year after the 
issuance of that print--by the final version of the case in a 
U. S. Reports bound volume. In case of discrepancies 
between the print and electronic versions of a slip opinion, 
the print version controls. In case of discrepancies 
between the slip opinion and any later official version of 
the opinion, the later version controls.
Nor Does It Necessarily Mean 
Interoperable
http://www.ca11.uscourts.gov/
Salient Forces of Resistance in 
the U.S.
• Patterns of work and settled relationships 
formed during the long history of print 
distribution
• A view that the market value of public legal 
information should be tapped by the 
government
• Aggressive encouragement of these and 
other forms of dependency by the 
commercial legal information sector
Forms of Leadership and 
Leverage
Leading by example
Forms of Leadership and 
Leverage
Integrating
Forms of Leadership and 
Leverage
Sharing with peer organizations
Forms of Leadership and 
Leverage
Providing context and explanation
Keeping Pressure on Both Public 
Bodies & the Commercial Sector
The Blurring of the Boundaries 
Between Information & 
Education
The Blurring of the Boundaries 
Between Information & 
Education
What We Can and Cannot Learn 
from One Another
